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Friday 9 Feb
4:20pm Inganzo Ngari (Rwanda)

5:40pm Kiltir (Reunion)

7:05pm Mzungu Kichaa (Tanzania / Denmark)

8:20pm Safi Theatre (Tanzania)

8:30pm Simangavole (Reunion)

9:40pm Mbanaye (Malawi)

9:40pm CAC Fusion (Tanzania)

11:00pm Isack Abeneko (Tanzania)

11:00pm El Dey (Algeria)

12:20am Makadem (Kenya)

Thursday 8 Feb
3:00pm Kisonge Live Stage and

Carnival Parade start (see p8)

5:15pm Simangavole (Reunion)

6:00pm CAC Fusion (Tanzania)

7:05pm Matona’s Cultural Band  
(Zanzibar / Tanzania)

8:20pm Maulidi ya Homu ya Mtendeni 
(Zanzibar)

8:30pm Maia & the Big Sky (Kenya)

9:30pm Zanzibar Taarab Ensemble 
(Zanzibar)

9:50pm Mlimani Park Orchestra (Tanzania)

10:50pm Diana Samkange ‘MaNgwenya’ 
(Zimbabwe)

11:20pm Kidum & the Boda Boda Band  
(Burundi / Kenya)

Sunday 11 Feb
4:20pm Grace Matata (Tanzania)

5:30pm Ribab Fusion  (Morocco)

7:05pm Kiltir (Reunion)

8:20pm Msafiri Zawose (Tanzania)

8:20pm Mapanya Band (Zanzibar)

9:30pm Somi (Uganda / USA)

9:30pm Fatma Zidan (Egypt / Denmark)

11:00pm Kasai Allstars (DRC)

11:00pm Mohamed Ilyas & Nyota 
Zameremeta (Zanzibar)

12:10am Zakes Bantwini (South Africa)

Saturday 10 Feb
4:20pm Fatma Zidan (Egypt / Denmark)

5:45pm Kasai Allstars (DRC)

7:05pm Inganzo Ngari (Rwanda)

8:20pm Siti & the Band (Zanzibar)

8:30pm Simbin Project  (Senegal / Switzerland)

9:40pm Ernest Ikwanga (Malawi)

9:50pm Segere Original (Tanzania)

11:00pm Saida Karoli (Tanzania)

11:00pm Grace Matata (Tanzania)

12:20am Ribab Fusion  (Morocco)
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“Sauti za Busara, a 
beautiful stage and 
amazing energy from the 
people. I’m super proud 
that Africa has been able 
to stage something like 
this. It should serve as 
an inspiration for other 
countries” 

Kyekyeku (Ghana)

Welcome to Planet Busara

Each year in February, Stone Town offers a precious 
space where diverse people from a divided world 
join in celebration, united in the universal language 
of music.

On three stages over four days the Sauti za Busara 
festival promises electrifying performances of 

African music under African skies. There’s something 
for everyone, with twenty groups representing 
Zanzibar and Tanzania and many more from 
neighbouring countries and beyond. We’re confident 
you will discover sounds you didn’t know existed, 
played by musicians you will never forget.

Zanzibar has a history of welcoming adventurers. 
Whether you choose to explore by foot, by boat, taxi, 
boda-boda, dala-dala or like me on a bicycle you’ll 
soon be busy making friends, discovering magical, 
memorable and even mystical moments. 

United in music. Enjoy the ride and be inspired! 

With best wishes and salaams,

Yusuf Mahmoud, Festival Director
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Carnival Parade

The starting point and first shows of Sauti za Busara 
2018 are at Kisonge, near Michenzani roundabout 
(approx 2km from the Old Fort).

As a special treat, we kick off this year’s festival with 
Safi Theatre, a spectacular group of drummers and 
acrobats, followed by our first ever “flash mob”, led 
by the legendary Haba na Haba contemporary dance 
troupe from Dar es Salaam.

The Parade will set off at 4:20pm. This is the one 
day of the year when even the Zanzibar police 
are smiling! Local participants include beni brass 

bands, ngoma drummers, capoeira, mdundiko and 
kilua dancers, acrobats, stilt-walkers, mwanandege 
(umbrella women), Maasai and Reki warriors; people 
of all ages and a dizzying kaleidoscope of colours. 

Everyone is welcome to join, as we stop the traffic 
and rock the streets; arriving in Forodhani Gardens 
around 5:00pm.

Join in, have fun, wear your smiles and make some 
noise!

Thu 3:00pm
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Artists: A-Z

“The atmosphere is excitement, the 
anticipation is enormous – and once the 
show begins you know Sauti za Busara is 
simply the best place to be” 

fRoots magazine

C U L T U R A L 
R I G H T S A N D 
F R E E D O M O F 
E X P R E S S I O N

Photo: Bruno Mazodier

“Norway has seen Busara’s strong 
potential of creating positive changes 
in the society, and the importance 
of the organisation’s work for the 
culture sector, not only for Zanzibar 
and Tanzania mainland, but also for 
East Africa in general.” 

H.E. Hanne-Marie Kaarstad,  
Norwegian Ambassador to Tanzania
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CAC Fusion Tanzania

The Cultural Arts Centre (CAC) dancers and 
musicians are an extremely active and energetic 
troupe.  Their 14 members draw from various ethnic 
backgrounds to create high energy performances 
that feature different styles of music and dance from 
Tanzania including traditional and newly-created 
dances, and combinations that fuse both. 

CAC Fusion is actively involved in outreach 
performances in schools around northern Tanzania. 
They also teach traditional dancing and drumming 
and building traditional instruments.

www.cac.ac.tz    

 /cacproj 

Thu 6:00pm
Fri 9:40pm
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Diana Samkange ‘MaNgwenya’  
Zimbabwe

Diana Samkange, aka ‘MaNgwenya’ is a Zimbabwean musician based in Harare. 

She started her career with an urban music group called 2BG (Two Boys & A Girl) 
but after a short stint was groomed by the legendary Zimbabwean Afro-Jazz 
musician Tanga Wekwa Sando, who intensively tutored her vocal skills. 

MaNgwenya strongly believes her music is a spiritual journey as guided by the 
Creator and also by her roots and her Shona traditional culture and beliefs.  As 
well as being a professional musician who plays mbira, she is also a spiritual 

counsellor.  

Over the years MaNgwenya has worked with numerous high profile 
producers in Zimbabwe.In 2014 she performed at the Harare 

International Festival of the Arts (HIFA). In 2015 and 2016, she 
toured UK. 

Recordings: My 1st Diary, 2008; Kumagumo Erudo, 2010; 
Kumazivandadzoka, 2013; Kwaedza, 2016 ;

 /MangwenyaMusic 

With thanks to Sprouting Investments 

El Dey Algeria

Born in Algiers in 2009, the El Dey band fuses diwane 
music with popular chaabi  styles, flamenco and jazz.  
Their charisma and energy on stage is guaranteed to 
have everyone dancing.

El Dey’s songs and compositions resonate powerfully 
with a new and youthful generation in Algeria, 
conveying messages of hope in their music that 
speak of love, brotherhood, and solidarity. 

Through El Dey’s performances, TV appearances 
and nominations for various awards, the group has 
earned massive popularity at home and abroad.

El Dey has criss-crossed Algeria on many occasions, 
also being invited to perform at venues in Brasil, 
Barcelona,   Paris, Montreal and Milan. 2018 sees the 
group’s first time to perform in sub-Sahara Africa.

Ahlan wasahlan, El Dey… bienvenue and karibuni 
sana!

Recordings: Ana Djazairi, 2011; Maria, 2013; El Dey, 
2014

 /eldey.officiel 

With thanks to Agence Algerienne pour le Rayonnement Culturel 

Thu 10:50pm
Fri 11:00pm
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Ernest Ikwanga  
Malawi

Ernest Ikwanga is renowned for his very personal 
and unique style of guitar playing. He started his 
music journey in 2006 whilst still at school, when he 
released his first solo album Love Your Neighbour. 

A year later, together with friends, Ernest created 
Mafilika, an afro-rock and reggae band. Their debut 
album Woloka Africa was released in 2009.

Ernest Ikwanga’s new afro-fusion jazz project 
Chisekese blends his Malawian cultural heritage with 
its roots in the rhythms of the traditional dances 
of Manganje, Ngoma, Vimbuza and Afro-Jazz dance 
beats. 

With Mafilika he toured Netherlands, Belgium, 
Scotland and China, and they regularly play at 
Malawi’s Lake Of Stars Festival. 

Recordings: Love Your Neighbour, 2006; Woloka 
Africa, 2009; Yenda, 2011; Chisekese, 2017 

http://artistecard.com/ernestikwanga 

 /ikwanga 

Fatma Zidan Egypt / Denmark

Fatma Zidan is an Egyptian based in Denmark. She is 
a singer and songwriter who began as a classically-
trained harpist aged only 8, then later switched focus 
to vocals.

Fatma worked with the Cairo Opera while attending 
Music University, where she immersed herself deeply 
in the roots of Arabic traditional music.  As a session 
musician she worked with the renowned Egyptian 
record company ‘AMAR’ as a backing vocalist with 
different Arabian pop stars, where her soulful voice 
graced hundreds of recordings. During this time, she 
recorded hundreds of hit songs, gaining success in 
Egypt and across the Middle East.  

Fatma now lives in Denmark with her husband and 
fellow musician, Lars Bo Kujahn.  Fatma won Danish 
Music Awards with her albums Muktalef in 2008 and 
Hawel in 2010. 

Recordings: Muktalef, 2008; Hawel, 2010 

http://fatmazidan.com/ 

 /FatmaZidanFanPage 

Sat 9:40pm

Sat 4:20pm
Sun 9:30pm
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Grace Matata Tanzania

Grace Matata is an afro-soul singer/songwriter from 
Tanzania. She describes her music as “a unique 
blend of Swahili soul, RnB and jazz with a special 
touch of poetry and light, heart-warming melodies”.

She is acknowledged as one of Tanzania’s few female 
live music performers having shared stages or 
collaborated with A-list artists including Didier Awadi 
(Senegal), Lady Jaydee (Tanzania) and Wyre the 
Lovechild (Kenya). 

Her latest release “Dakika Moja” ft. Wakazi also has 
major media attention with its video currently being 
featured on MTV Base.

Grace garnered a considerable and loyal fan base 
since dropping her 2010 single “Free Soul”, which 
shook the airwaves and made her a force to be 
reckoned with. She subsequently released her first 
critically acclaimed album entitled Nyakati in 2013. 

Some of her successful singles include “Wimbo”, 
“Uwewangu”, “Hello”, on which she collaborated 
with Maua Sama; “Tabibu” being a duet with bongo 
flava/zouk songbird, Mwasiti, and “Utanifaa” ft. 
Emmagripa, which ranked highly in radio charts.

Recordings: Nyakati, 2013; Hello, ft. Maua Sama, 
2013; Tabibu, ft Mwasiti, 2015; Utanifaa, 2016 

www.panamusiq.com/grace-matata.html 

 /GraceMatataOfficial 

Sat 11:00pm

Sun 4:20pm

Zanlink advert 2018 A5L final.indd   1 03/01/2018   21:15:26
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Inganzo Ngari Rwanda

Inganzo Ngari is a traditional Rwandan dance troupe 
that was created in 2006 to promote the Rwandan 
folkloric dance among youth, and their welfare 
through art and culture. 

The group has built a great reputation in and beyond 
Rwanda with performances in Gabon, Nigeria, South 
Africa, Mallorca, Spain, Turkey, Russia and Singapore.

Recordings: Ruganzu I Bwimba, 2015  

www.inganzongari.com 

 /InganzongarizuRwanda 

With thanks to Africalia 

Sat 7:05pm
Fri 4:20pm
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Isack Abeneko 
Tanzania

Isack Abeneko is a contemporary live performer, 
actor, dancer, guitarist and choreographer. His music 
is derived from various Tanzanian traditional dances, 
melodies and rhythms, blended with contemporary 
dance music to illuminate and inspire the next 
generation. 

Abeneko delivers social messages, with a patriotism 
that is not merely flag-waving. “It is my hope to 
provide a different perspective to the youth who 
are inspired by western culture and other music 
styles. They have not grown up to appreciate their 
own musical heritage and it is disappearing” says 
Abeneko.  

His debut album Mama Chambewa was released 
in 2015. His latest song Salam (2017) has been a 
huge hit on Tanzanian TV and radio. A new album is 
scheduled for release in January 2018.  

Abeneko has participated in many music-exchange 
projects and performed at different festivals 
including Karibu Music Festival (Bagamoyo), DoaDoa 
(Uganda), Marahaba Swahili Music Festival, Wikiendi 
Live Music Concert, The Beat Festival as well as in 
Denmark, Germany, South Africa, South Korea, USA, 
Holland, Austria, Poland, Kenya, Malawi and Rwanda.  

Recordings: Mama Chambewa 2015; Salam (single), 
2017  

 /IsackAbeneko 

Fri 11:00pm

!

BEST VALUE ACCOMMODATION IN STONE TOWN

+255 628 001 520
zanzibar@ikalalodges.com

Malindi Street (opp Cine Afrique)
Malindi, Stone Town, Zanzibar

105 mm

3 mm

148 mmFLYING SAFARI  
 Choose your

Also, special deal for Tanzanian citizens. Contact us now!

Coastal Aviation @fly.coastal@ctlaviation

+255 773 823 050zanzibar@coastal.co.tz

Selous

Serengeti

Ruaha
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Kasai Allstars DRC

Kasai Allstars are a 25-piece musical collective based 
in Kinshasa, DRC. However, they currently tour with a 
streamlined, rockier line-up of just seven musicians. 

The instrumental makeup of this collective includes 
likembe (thumb pianos) of varying sizes, wooden 
balafon (xylophones) and multiple hand drums. 
The electric guitar is prominent, but played in 
the likembe’s rhythmic line. Occasionally the 
sound of bass guitar and trap drum are heard, 
but the prominent component is the band’s vocal 
harmonies. Dancers are an integral part of the 
collective, rather than seen as add-ons to the band. 

Kasai Allstars have performed at major festivals 
including Glastonbury, Roskilde, Couleur Café, Paleo, 
Fuji Rock, North Sea Jazz Festival and more. 

They recently appeared in and wrote the music for 
“Félicité”, the feature film by Alain Gomis which won 

a Silver Bear at Berlinale, the Etalon d’Or at FESPACO 
in Ouagadougou and is preselected for the Oscars.

Recordings: Congotronics 2, 2005; In the 7th Moon, 
the Chief Turned into a Swimming Fish and Ate the 
Head of His Enemy by Magic, 2008; Tradi-Mods vs 
Rockers, 2010; Beware the Fetish, 2014; Around 
Félicité, 2017;

www.tour-makers.net/kasai-allstars-en/

 /KasaiAllstars 

With thanks to Africalia 

Sat 5:45pm
Sun 11:00pm
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Kidum & the Boda Boda Band  
Burundi / Kenya

‘Kidum’ is the name given to a 20-litre jerry can in 
Kirundi, the official language spoken in Burundi. 
His mother gave him that nickname due to his 
chubbiness as a child. 

By the age of ten, he was already an accomplished 
showman playing percussions and singing at various 
entertainment venues in Bujumbura. 

In 1994 he formed his own band, Electric Power, 
which was forced to disband only a year later when 
civil war erupted in Burundi. 

He later moved to Nairobi, where he joined the Hot 
Rod Band as a drummer. Hot Rod played at various 
entertainment spots in Nairobi. For several years, 
they were the ultimate masters in interpreting cover 
songs and the go-to backing band for numerous 
artistes in the emerging Afro fusion scene. 

In 2002 Kidum took charge of the Boda Boda band 

and has had numerous successes particularly since 
incorporating fellow Burundian Saidi ‘Sadi’ Kinyunda 
from Hot Rod on bass. Specialising in zouk and 
afrobeat, the duo have hooked fans across East Afrca 
with their infectious tunes.

Kidum has toured many countries in Africa, Europe 
and North America. He is a household name in East 
Africa, with a host of popular number one radio hits 
and six studio albums to his name. 

Recordings: Yaramenje, 2001; Shamba, 2004; Ishano, 
2006; Ubuhamya, 2008; Haturudi Nyuma, 2010; Hali 
Na Mali, 2012 

www.reverbnation.com/KIDUM/songs 

 /nimbonakidum 

Thu 11:20pm
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Kiltir Reunion

Kiltir is one of Reunion Island’s leading maloya 
groups, formed by brothers and cousins, who have 
been making music together since childhood.  The 
maloya accompanies them throughout their lives; in 
times good and bad, at family get togethers and at 
ceremonies to honour their ancestors. 

Kiltir’s music has been nicknamed ‘speed maloya’ 
because of its tremendous energy on stage, its 
fast-paced and broken rhythms. Their concerts 
are remarkable and moments of real sharing with 
audiences, where the dancing and singing brings 
everyone to a relentless frenzy. Kiltir’s performances 
are a communion with their audiences, who are not 
simply spectators, but energetic participants. 

Kiltir’s latest album Traditional Mèm, marks a major 
turning point in their career, not only confirming 
the group’s place among the best of Reunion, 
but also introducing the group to the African and 
international music scene.

Recordings: Destin Maloya, 1998; Cri Maroner, 2001; 
Pep Maloya, 2007; Traditional Mèm, 2013  

http://kiltir-legroupe.com/ 

 /kiltir.maloya 

Maia & the Big Sky Kenya

Maia & The Big Sky experiment with coastal 
polyrhythms, mixing these with funk, reggae, jazz 
and folk, creating a familiarity and warmth that 
transcends continents. Maia von Lekow’s lyrics in 
both English and Kiswahili touch on power, love, 
politics and the strength of women.

Her hypnotic velvet vocals and highly-engaging live 
act has travelled all over the world, highlighting the 
diversity of Kenyan music in USA, UK, Australia and 
East Africa.

Her 2008 self-titled EP featured “Oyster” which 
appeared on Warner Poland’s Ladies’ Jazz Album 
Vol 6, and “Uko Wapi” which earned her two African 
Academy Awards for best sound track. Her debut 
album Drift, released in 2012 featured the highly-
acclaimed single “Jellyfish”. The new album’s first 
single ‘Lola’ includes a stop-motion music video and 
has received radio airplay across the world. 

Recordings: Maia von Lekow (EP, 2008); Drift (Album, 
2012); Maia & the Big Sky (Album, 2017) 

www.maiavonlekow.com/epk.html   

 /maiavonlekow 

Fri 5:40pm
Sun 7:05pm

Thu 8:30pm
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Makadem Kenya

Makadem is one of Kenya’s most talented 
performing artists. He successfully fuses different 
genres of music from Kenya, Africa and the world 
with his native Luo benga music. 

Makadem’s humorous and witty lyrics address deep 
socio-economic struggles in modern day Kenya. His 
stage charisma and powerful vocal delivery has led 
many to even describe him as “Kenya’s Fela Kuti”. 

His debut album ‘Ohanglaman’ (Ketebul Music, 2007) 
was recorded under Kenyan music veteran Tabu 
Osusa’s keen guidance. Simply put, Makadem is one 
of a kind. He speaks the universal language of good 
music, with a personality that transmits fire to small 
and large crowds alike. 

Recordings: Ohangla Man, 2007; Kokorio, 2015; 

www.makadem.com 

 /olovamakadem 

Mapanya Band Zanzibar

Mapanya Band formed at Dhow Countries Music 
Academy in 2016 and soon became one of the 
most promising young groups in Zanzibar.  They 
performed at Zanzibar International Film Festival 
(2016, 2017), Nafasi Art Space in Dar es Salaam (2017) 
and DCMA Special Eid Concert (2017). In 2017 they 
recorded a demo CD ‘From Bagamoyo to Zanzibar’. 

Richard (guitar, vocals), Juma (keyboard, vocals), 
Salum (bass guitar, vocals), Tryphon (accordion, 
vocals) Ferdinand (percussion, vocals) and James 
(drums, vocals) come from a variety of backgrounds. 

Recordings: From Bagamoyo to Zanzibar, 2017; 

 /weluvmapanyaband 

Fri 12:20am
Sun 8:20pm
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Matona Cultural Band Zanzibar / Tanzania

Matona’s Cultural Band is comprised of musicians 
from Zanzibar and mainland Tanzania. Mohamed 
Issa Haji ‘Matona’ is one of Zanzibar’s most 
legendary musicians. He is a teacher at the Dhow 
Countries Music Academy and has been performing 
music for over 40 years.  

For the past two years Matona has been expanding 
his musical career by establishing a music genre 
which takes the traditional taarab music of Zanzibar 
into new and exciting directions.  Matona’s new 
arrangements incorporate both traditional and 
modern instruments, eg. using real drums as 
opposed to the ‘conventional’ electronic beats 
machine.

The Cultural Band is Matona’s most recent music 
project and popular in both Zanzibar and Tanzania 
mainland.

Thu 7:05pm

chuchu v2.indd   1 12/24/2014   11:50:44 AM
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Maulidi ya Homu ya Mtendeni  
Zanzibar

The Maulidi ya Homu from Mtendeni, Zanzibar 
is a visually spectacular and spiritually uplifting 
experience. 

The musicians play percussion instruments only. 
They are arranged on the floor with the dancers who 
are kneeling in one line. 

Starting very softly and almost motionless the 
music and singing unfolds and encapsulates, slowly 
weaving its spell among both artists and audience. 
Gradually the rhythm and music build in intensity, 
until the right moment, when the musicians take 
everything to another, completely higher level. The 
show is spiritually charged and spectacular. 

The impression given is of beauty and unity, visually 
arresting, soul-stirring and completely unique.

Recordings: Zanzibara Vol 6: Mtendeni Maulid 
Ensemble, 2012; www.jahazi-media.com/mtendeni.htm

“It is rare that a religiously  
inspired display can convey  
such depth of feeling to  
outsiders. This group  
could do more than any  
politician or spokesman to  
communicate to Westerners  
the sweetness and elegance  
inherent in Islam.”

Banning Eyre, Afropop Worldwide  

Thu 8:20pm
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Mbanaye Malawi

Mbanaye is one of Malawi’s most interesting 
upcoming bands, fusing their traditional heritage 
with modern funk and jazz to create a unique sound. 

Consisting of members from all over Malawi, the 
band sings in the two languages Chitumbuka and 
Chichewa. 

Mbanaye band was formed in the Kawale area in 
Lilongwe in 2016, and was quickly noticed for their 
intricate rhythms and energetic performances. 

During the past year the group has wowed audiences 
at Tumaini Festival, Lake of Stars and Nkhotakota 
Festival.

Recordings: Odi (EP), 2017 

https://ujenirecords.wixsite.com/ujeni/mbanaye

 /mbanaye 
With thanks to Ujeni Records 

Mlimani Park Orchestra Tanzania

Since their formation in 1978, Mlimani Park 
Orchestra has always been one of Tanzania’s most 
popular bands, and now, 40 years on, they are still at 
the top when it comes to ‘muziki wa dansi’. 

The band set out when some of the principal 
musicians of legendary bands including Nuta Jazz 
and Dar es Salaam Jazz Bands got together in 1978 
to form the new house band of Mlimani Park Bar -  
hence the group’s name. 

Mlimani are famous for their intelligent and topical 
lyrics. Additionally, their guitar interplay and 
finely-honed horn arrangements are a trademark, 
qualifying them as one of Africa’s outstanding bands.

Recordings: Taxi Driver, 1982; Dunia Kuna Mambo, 
1982; Matatizo ya Nyumbani, 1983; MV Mapenzi, 
1985; Hiba, 1985; Maisha Ni Kuona Mbele, 1988; Dua 
la Kuku, 1989; Tanzania Dance Bands Vol. 1: Sikinde; 
1990; Maisha na Mapambano, 1994; Sungi, 1994; 
Mdomo Huponza Kichwa, 1996

 

Fri 9:40pm
Thu 9:50pm
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Mohamed Ilyas & Nyota Zameremeta  
Zanzibar

Mohamed Ilyas embodies the culture and history of 
the Zanzibar islands like no other. He comes from 
a great tradition of taarab singers who took the 
Arabic origin of the art form and transformed it to a 
uniquely Zanzibar experience. He is firmly grounded 
in this tradition, with a special affinity for garnishing 
his songs with tinges of European-influenced 
melodies.  

Mohamed Ilyas began his musical career with the nai 
(Arabic bamboo flute) and was a lead singer for many 
years with Zanzibar’s oldest taarab club Nadi Ikhwan 
Safaa. He composed his first song at the age of 14 
and at the age of 18 he began learning accordion and 
keyboard. When his beloved teacher and mentor Seif 
Salim died in 2000 he took up playing the violin. 

Mohamed Ilyas’ voice conjures up a multitude of 
images: a sunset on the glittering Indian Ocean; 
betrayed secrets; the knife in the heart of the lover; 

love and passion seeking, wandering and finding; 
fading memories, the smell of cloves and frangipani. 
Mohamed Ilyas is ‘The Voice of Zanzibar’.

In 1988 he recorded for GlobeStyle Records (UK) as 
singer and violinist with Nadi Ikhwan Safaa but his 
big breakthrough came with his own band Nyota 
Zameremeta (Twinkling Stars) after a two-year stay 
in Cologne, Germany where he received coaching 
in voice and much encouragement to pursue his 
independent career. Twinkling Stars went through 
ups and downs but achieved great recognition, 
travelling and performing internationally. The band 
remains a fixture of Zanzibar’s cultural scene up to 
today. More recent success came their way after the 
international release of the album Taarab (2009), 
selling thousands of CDs worldwide.

Recordings: Mohamed Ilyas with Nyota Zameremeta: 
Taarab (2009) 

Sun 11:00pm
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Msafiri Zawose Tanzania

Msafiri Zawose is on an ongoing quest to forge 
an original sound for a changing Tanzania, a 
search he took up from his late father Hukwe, 
who was a founding figure in the nation’s musical 
independence.

A charismatic performer, prolific songwriter and 
multi-instrumentalist, Msafiri Zawose is one of 
Tanzania’s most respected living musicians. 

This Gogo innovator breaks open the circle of 
tradition, the archive of songs and tunes, beats 
and melodies his fellow musicians have relied 
on for generations. Jubilant voices dance over 
a broad palette of timbres, including the buzzy 
bowed zeze. Swaying polyrhythms combine in 
tranced-out jams, only to shift into a delicate filigree 
of malimba (thumb piano) and vocal counterpoint. It 
speaks to Msafiri’s simultaneous deep engagement 
with and playful reframing of tradition.

Msafiri Zawose continues to be an inspiration to 
Tanzanian and other African musicians alike.  He has 
toured regularly in USA, Europe, Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East.

Recordings: 2013: Africa; Asili Yangu; Ilima; Bila 
Magonjwa; Nduo; Mahela; Ramse Wana; Kukaaya; 
2014: Amani; Asili Yangu; Nduo; Simanzi; Mzazi; Hapa 
Duniani; Mbukwa; Ramse Wanna; Tafakari; Moyo 
Wangu; Kukaaya; 2016: Bara la Afrika; Ilima; Mapepe; 
Hapa Duniani; Mapendo Sina; Hai Hai; Nyasukuta; 
Mpango Mzima; Mzazi; 2017: Uhamiaji   

www.msafirizawose.com 

 /mzawose 

Sun 8:20pm
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Mzungu Kichaa  
Tanzania / Denmark

Danish born Mzungu Kichaa has spent much of his 
childhood living in Africa, and this is where he has 
transformed himself into Mzungu Kichaa which 
means something like ‘the crazy white guy’.  

Mzungu Kichaa plays a version of bongo flava - an 
urban music that blends reggae, rap, afro fusion 
and other styles of Tanzanian music. His star shines 
brightly in East Africa, where he broke through in 
2009 with the album Tuko Pamoja and hit single 
Jitolee, featuring local stars Professor Jay and 
Mwasiti. In 2010, Mzungu Kichaa became a judge 
with Bongo Star Search, the Tanzanian equivalent to 
X-Factor, and in 2012 he released his EP Hustle and 
single African Hustle - a duet with Kenyan star, Dela.  

Mzungu Kichaa has been nominated twice for a 
Danish World Music Award, in 2009 in the category 
of Best World Album for Tuko Pamoja and in 2012 
Twende Kazi was a candidate for Best World Track.

Recordings: Tuko Pamoja 2009; Hey Lord (single), 
Cheusi Dawa 2010; Safari (single), 2010; Oya Oya 
remix (single), 2011; In My Life (single), 2011; Sina 
Makosa (single), 2012; African Hustle (single), 2012; 
Hustle (EP), 2012; Relax (EP), 2014; Mind Body Soul 
(single), 2016 

www.mzungukichaa.com

 /MzunguKichaa 

Fri 7:05pm
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Ribab Fusion Morocco

Ribab Fusion are considered major ambassadors of 
the Amazigh music culture as it flies from ‘70s-style 
funk to Afropop dance vibes, from slow jams to high 
energy call-and-response choruses. 

Ribab Fusion interpret different musical styles, 
combining indigenous sounds such as ahwachs 

(traditional songs), Gnawa and modern music. The 
one-stringed bowed ribab seamlessly weaves all 
this madcap diversity together, sometimes gritty, 
sometimes as soothing as a well-played sax. It’s a 
jazzy and uplifting mix that technically wows and 
gets everyone celebrating.  

Ribab Fusion are loved for their infectious energy 
on stage that is shared with the audience 
through exciting rhythms, including flavours of 
Jamaican roots reggae.  

Recordings: L’fichta, 2011; Al Mogar, 2014

 /ribabfusion 

With thanks to Afrikayna & Africa Art Lines 

Safi Theatre Tanzania

Safi Theatre performs traditional ngoma music, 
blending their unique and lively shows with 
acrobatics. Instruments used include three djembe 
drums, solo marimba, bass marimba, flute, barrel 
drums and shakers.  

Most of the members are from poor families 
for whom the group is an important source of 
income. Apart from performances, the group 
offers percussion, acrobatics, dance and marimba 
workshops to young people in the suburbs of Dar es 
Salaam.

In recent years Safi Theatre performed at numerous 
festivals and corporate events around Tanzania. 

In 2009 Safi Theatre participated at the 2nd Pan 
African Festival in Algeria, where they shared stages 
with the likes of Kassav and Manu Dibango. In 2014 
the group toured in Germany and performed at the 
Rudolstadt Festival. In February 2017 the group 
participated in the Saruj Kund Mela in New Delhi, 
India.

Recordings: Tanzania Nchi Yangu, 2015; Mtoto wa 
Kitanga, 2016 

Sat 12:20am
Sun 5:30pm

Thu 3:00pm
Fri 8:20pm
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Recordings: Chambua Kama Karanga, 2001; Mapenzi 
Kizunguzungu, 2003; Harusi, 2004; Mimi Nakupenda, 
2005; Nelly, 2008; The Best of Saida Karoli, 2017

 /SaidaKaroli255 

Saida Karoli exploded onto East Africa’s music scene 
in 2001 with the song Marie Salome (aka Chambua 
Kama Karanga) which stands as one of Tanzania’s 
most loved songs until today. During 2001 to 2005, 
Saida recorded four successful albums and toured 
extensively in the region. 

Her musical talent, steeped in tradition, has 
captivated diverse audiences and her powerful 
singing has touched deeply in the hearts of people of 
all ages and cultural backgrounds.

She sings predominantly in Kihaya and Kiswahili. 
However, even those who do not understand her 
lyrics are touched by her unique voice and the 
quality of her music. 

In 2017, Saida’s career in music was reignited when 
Diamond Platinumz did a cover version of her hit 
song Maria Salome. 

Saida Karoli Tanzania
Sat 11:00pm
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Segere Original Tanzania

Expect nothing short of a riot on the dance floor!

There are not many bands whose music has been 
so pervasive that a new genre has been named after 
them. Such is the case with Young Stars’ Segere - the 
2001 hit song that lent its name to both the style and 
also the band. 

Segere is especially noteworthy for its fast rhythms, 
directly descending from Zaramo cultural traditions. 
As such it has similarities with mchiriku. Whereas 
the latter uses a mix of Zaramo ngoma drums with 
a small Casio keyboard as the sole lead instrument, 
Segere’s sound is heavier with Tony Karama’s bass 
guitar taking the lead role from the msondo drum, 
and drummer Abdallah Ng’onda’s lively drum set 
propels the band to ever increasing frenzies. The 
ensemble sound is carried by solo guitarist Mjusi 
Shemboza, and marimba player Hamisi Nyamula. 
Boniface Kachale’s trumpet adds a beni brass flavour.

Recordings: ; Segere Original “Zaramo Power”, 2018 

www.jahazi-media.com/segere.html  

 /segereoriginal 

Simangavole Reunion

Simangavole is a women-only group that powerfully 
performs traditional maloya, the music created by 
African slaves who were brought to Reunion Island. 

Simangavole’s song lyrics draw from raw emotions 
and feelings. Their high energy performances deliver 
an unforgettable experience. 

The group has performed at festivals in France, 
Slovenia, UK, Australia, New Caledonia, Vanuatu and 
Mauritius. But this will be the group’s first visit to 
Zanzibar and Tanzania, returning the rebel music of 
maloya closer to its original roots. 

Recordings: Maloya Manièr Fanm (2010); Fanm i 
Dobout, (2013); 

www.simangavole.com 

 /SIMANGAVOLE-MALOYA-MANIER-
FANM-109854099052030 

With thanks to PRMA 

Sat 9:50pm
Thu 5:15pm

Fri 8:30pm
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Simbin Project 
Senegal / Switzerland

The originality of Simbin Project lies in blending 
the virtuosity of the West African kora, with the 
electronic and experimental sounds of a Swiss duo. 
Together they  are constantly seeking a balance 
between traditional music and ultra-modernity: 
neither jazz-rock nor world music, but a truly original 
hybrid. Influenced by hip hop, neo soul and jazz, it 
revisits the West African repertory and opens it to 
new horizons. 

The kora player, Noumoucounda Cissoko, has toured 
the world for close to 20 years and recorded with 
Positive Black Soul (Senegal). He has also worked 
with a long list of artists including Youssou N’Dour, 
Alpha Blondy, Didier Awadi, Stromae and Fredy 
Massamba.

The Swiss duo, “Stade”, namely Christophe Calpini 
and Pierre Audétat, created the 2005 album 
Freewheel; a brilliant mix of jazz and electronic 

music, with its improvisation, hip hop vocabulary, 
samplers and pads.

Other members include Ganesh Geymeier, tenor 
saxophone and Zacharie Ksyk, trumpet. 

With thanks to Pro Helvetia Johannesburg 

Siti & the Band Zanzibar

Coming from a rich cultural 
heritage and having mastered 
traditional instruments, Siti & 
The Band use their creativity, 
talent and education to fuse 
their roots in taarab music with 
personal influences from their 
daily lives in Zanzibar.

Recordings: Ashiki baya, Nielewe, 
Ugende, 2017 

 /sititheband1 

Sat 8:30pm
Sat 8:20pm
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sophistication” while The Huffington Post dubbed the 
young singer “the New Nina Simone.” 

Currently, Somi is also developing an original play 
about the life and legacy of South African singer and 
activist Miriam Makeba.

Recordings: If the Rains Come First, 2010; The Lagos 
Music Salon, 2014; Petite Afrique, 2017 

www.somimusic.com

 /somimusic 

Somi Uganda / USA

Born in Illinois to immigrants from Rwanda and 
Uganda, acclaimed vocalist and songwriter Somi 
has built a career of transatlantic sonicism and 
storytelling. She continues to craft a fiercely original 
way of song-making that straddles the worlds of 
African jazz, soul, and pop with a newfound ease and 
a voice that Vogue magazine simply calls “Superb!”

Somi’s 2014 chart-topping album The Lagos Music 
Salon was inspired by an 18-month creative 
sabbatical in Lagos, Nigeria and landed at #1 on US 
Jazz charts.  The album draws its material from the 
tropical city’s boastful cosmopolitanism, urgent 
inspiration, and giant spirit.  

Petite Afrique, Somi’s 2017 release, is a daring, 
relevant, refashioning of what “jazz” and “African 
music” mean. The Boston Globe proclaims that 
Somi’s latest work “is a sustained triumph displaying 
rich musicality, a sharp pop sense, and rare 

This engagement is supported by Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation through 
USArtists International in partnership with the National Endowment for the 

Arts, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and the Howard Gilman Foundation. 

Sun 9:30pm
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Zakes Bantwini’s music is best described as proudly 
South African, deep house, dance music, with catchy 
hooks and elements of jazz.

His debut album Love, Light and Music (2010) 
featured several hits, including Butterfly, Clap 
Your Hands and Wasting My Time, earning award 
nominations for Best Urban Dance Album, Record 
of the Year, Album of the Year and Male Artist of the 
Year. 

His latest release, Love, Light and Music 2 features 
Hugh Masekela, Nana Atta, Legato and other 
guests.  The album includes All Around the World, 
Amantombazane, My No. 1 and Bang Bang Bang - all 
proving to be popular hits with people of all ages 
across South Africa and beyond. 

Recordings: Love Light and Music, 2010; Upfront 
with Zakes Bantwini, DVD 2012; The Fake Book and 
The Real Book; My Music Bible, 2013; Love Light and 
Music 2, 2017

 /ZakesBantwiniOfficial 

Zakes Bantwini South Africa
Sun 12:10am
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“Sauti za Busara festivals are vital to us musicians as well as music lovers. We gained a lot from 
encounters with musicians and journalists from all over the world.”

Mariam Hamdani, leader of Tausi Women’s Taarab (Zanzibar)

Zanzibar Taarab Ensemble  
Zanzibar

The Zanzibar Taarab 
Ensemble captures the 
great energy of western 
Indian Ocean cultural 
expression promising 
instrumental and vocal 
colours, tonalities and 
techniques of the fusion 
of Arab and African music. 

The group has toured 
extensively in Tanzania. 
Many of the group 
members have performed 
in Europe, Asia and other 
countries of Africa. 

Recordings: Zanzibar 
Taarab, 2014

Thu 9:30pm
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Date Until Time see busaramusic.org for details

Thu 8 Sun 11 9:00am Mussa Gallery Workshops batik, screenprint & 
soapmaking (Gizenga St)

Thu 8 2:00pm Stone Town Music Tour + Carnival Parade  
(dep Forodhani Gardens)

Fri 9 Sun 11 1:00pm Kiponda Street Fest incl live music (Kiponda area)

Fri 9 Sun 11 2:00pm Movers & Shakers (Monsoon Restaurant)

Fri 9 Sun 11 3:00pm Stone Town Music Tour (dep. Forodhani Gardens)

Fri 9 6:00pm Culture Musical Club (Serena Inn)

Fri 9 6:30pm Emerson’s Music Award performance  
(Secret Garden)

Fri 9 8:00pm Bashraf (Mercury's Restaurant)

Sat 10 8:00pm Coconut Band (Mercury's Restaurant)

Sun 11 6:00pm Culture Musical Club (Serena Inn)

Sun 11 8:00pm Emerson’s Music Award (Old Fort, Amphitheatre)

Sun 11 8:00pm Sinachuki Kidumbak (Mercury's Restaurant)

Busara Xtra  
fringe shows and events
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Emerson’s Zanzibar Foundation is delighted to 
launch the second annual Emerson’s Music Award 
for the best music composed and performed by a 
Zanzibari artist. This year the award will focus on 
‘Uniting Zanzibari Women in Music’. 

Emerson’s Music Award

Our jury will assess the participating artists at a 
special performance staged at the Secret Garden 
(inside Emerson Spice Hotel) on 6:30pm Friday, 9th 
February. 

The winning competitor will be presented with the 
award at the festival at 8pm on the Sunday evening. 

The award comprises of $1000 cash prize, a trophy, 
framed certificate and a post award celebration 
hosted by Emerson Spice hotel.

with thanks to Emerson’s Zanzibar Foundation

Sun 8:00pm
Fri 6:30pm

Rue du Congrès 13 Congresstraat – 1000 Brussels – T +32 2 412 58 80 
africalia@africalia.be – www.africalia.be
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CREATIVITY INSPIRES 

COLLABORATION

Africalia partners with 

African artists and cultural 

organisations.

Africalia works with more 

than 15 organisations and 

networks in 7 sub-Saharan 

African countries: 

Burkina Faso, the Democra-

tic Republic of Congo, Kenya, 

Rwanda, Senegal, Uganda 

and Zimbabwe.
© HIFA

Since 2017 we started 

our first Global Citizenship 

Education Programme

in Belgium.

Our partners are active 

in various creative sectors: 

audiovisual, performing arts, 

literature and visual arts. 

Each partnership is based 

on mutual respect and 

on a sustainable, long-term 

collaboration.
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Movers & Shakers  
daily networking for professionals

BY INVITATION ONLY. 2:00pm Monsoon Restaurant

The Movers & Shakers programme provides a perfect 
time and place to hook-up, share interests, exchange 
ideas and build networks. Open to local and 
international artists, managers, media professionals, 
promoters and leaders in the arts. 

Fri 9 Feb - Music for Change. Musicians have a 
voice, with the power to influence change. However, 
almost all songs now on media rotation across East 
Africa stick to the same formula: boy-meets-girl, 
with booty-shaking, fast cars and swimming pools 
as prerequisite backdrops for their video clips. What 
happened? 

Sat 10 Feb - Women in Music . An enormous gender 
divide exists in East Africa’s music industry. How 
can this gap be bridged? How can more women be 
encouraged to participate and prosper in music?

Sun 11 Feb - Meet the Artists.  An up-close and 
intimate opportunity to hear from, Q & A and 
interact with some of the most exciting local and 
international artists at Sauti za Busara 2018. 

“Switzerland has been promoting and supporting various initiatives within the arts and culture sector 
in Tanzania for over a decade. The Sauti za Busara festival is a good example of a cultural event that 
brings people together to enjoy the arts while contributing to economic development.”

H.E. Florence Tinguely Mattli,
Ambassador of Switzerland to Tanzania
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Recommended CDs

OUMOU SANGARE (Mali) – Mogoya; SOMI (UG/RW/USA) – Petite Afrique; KYEKYEKU (Ghana) – Sor; KENDRICK 
LAMAR (USA) – DAMN; ORCHESTRA BAOBAB (Various) – Tribute to Ndiouga Dieng; LES AMAZONES D’AFRIQUE 
(Various) – Republique Amazone; TUNE RECREATION COMMITTEE (South Africa) – Voices of Our Vision; 
MSAFIRI ZAWOSE (Tanzania) – Uhamiaji; SARA TAVARES (Cape Verde) - Fitxadu; ORCHESTRE LES MANGELEPA 
(Kenya) – Last Band Standing; RHIANNON GIDDENS (USA) – Freedom Highway; VARIOUS ARTISTS (Somalia) – 
Sweet as Broken Dates: Lost Somali Tapes from the Horn of Africa

Routes in Rhythm Music Chart Top CDs of 2017 Compiled by DJ Yusuf

Networking

Showcase Festival

Trade Fair

Conference

Films

Awards

virtualWOMEX

Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
Canary Islands, Spain 
24–28 October 2018
www.womex.com
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ALL-FESTIVAL  
PASS

ON THE  
DOOR

ONLINE  
(advance only)

Grandstand  
(VIP seating)

480,000/- TSh US$ 180

Regular   
(International)

320,000/- TSh US$ 120

Africa United   
(African passport  
or EAC residence)

160,000/- TSh US$ 60

Tanzania   
(TZ citizens)

20,000/- TSh US$ 9

Children   
(up to 12, accompanied)

FREE

Ticket Prices

Not for Profit
Sauti za Busara music festival is organised by 
Busara Promotions, a non-government, not-for-profit 
organisation registered in Zanzibar in 2003.

Our Vision 
A vibrant East African music industry prominent on the 
world stage.

Our Mission 
• increase visibility and accessibility for African music, 
• develop skills and opportunities in the music sector, 
• and strengthen regional and international networking 

and partnerships, 
• thereby contributing to East Africa’s social, cultural, and 

economic development.

Ahsanteni Sana

Busara pix:  Ibra Muddy, Ishu (Ismail Ali Abeid), Link Reuben, Markus Meissl, 
Masoud Khamis, Peter Bennett, Rashde Fidigo and Robin Batista. 

Allykeys Car Hire, Archipelago Restaurant, Azam Marine, Forodhani Park Hotel, Kumi Gifts & Treats, La Taverna Restaurant, Mercury’s Restaurant, 
Monsoon Restaurant, Stone Town Café, Tausi Palace Hotel, United Petroleum, www.zanzibar.net, Zenji255 Media Group  

and all partners, family and Friends of Busara.
Designed and published by: Busara Promotions, 

PO Box 3635, Zanzibar, Tanzania
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