
BACKGROUND
The GoDown Arts Centre has engaged various city stakeholders on the topic of the City of Nairobi, around the theme “Conceiving a World Class 
African Metropolis,”  (Vision 2030 Nairobi Metropolitan Area).  The objective has been to draw out themes of primary interest and importance with 
a view to translating/interpreting these into a tangible a project that illuminates the many different angles of the city, as understood through the 
diverse lenses of its inhabitants. Participating in discussions with the GoDown have been architects, urban designers, policy makers, city residents, 
businesses, college students, academics, visual and performing artists, literary writers, and journalists.   

The GoDown now seeks concept submissions.  Selected submissions shall be facilitated for further development and will later be packaged 
and presented in EXPERIENCE NAIROBI 2013, a multi-sector, multi-disciplinary showcase of the City through exhibition, performance, 
installations, visual, audio-visual and digital expressions.  EXPERIENCE NAIROBI 2013 will run from May to July 2013. 

THE CALL
The call is made to all Kenyans, (categories below), with an interest in the city of Nairobi, to submit proposals of detailed concepts which aim to 
showcase any aspects of the broad themes given below. Submissions are encouraged from either of the following two categories: 

CATEGORY I - Artists And Creatives: 
Performing & Visual Artists; Architects; Design And Architecture Students, And Scholars Of Architecture, Urban Design & Planning.

CATEGORY II - City Interest Groups: 
Residents Associations, Businesses, Bloggers, Nairobi Magazines And Publications, City Planners And Policy- Makers; Urban Sociologists And 
Historians.

EXPERIENCE NAIROBI 2013 aims to be accessible and interesting to a wide range of audiences, including the city resident, the scholar and 
the policy maker, and interpreted in a variety of formats, such as exhibitions, photographs, installations, performance, narratives, digital 
presentations, etc with the whole city – its spaces and infrastructure – as the arena for the project:
 
THEMES
1 THE PHYSICAL CITY 
Nairobi is, as is most every other city, a palimpsest of urban formation. As the city evolves, new layers add onto previous- old buildings erased and 
new ones erected, socio-cultural lines and relations intersect in new ways, the city boundaries extend, some city quarters decline while new develop-
ment occurs in others; some aspects of urban formation seem to endure time. The railway was once the heart and lifeline of the city, now new hubs 
form away from the original city centre. Key words: city evolution architecture spatial landscapes planning culture linkages heritage rail line 
infrastructure

2  IDENTITY, BELONGING AND SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONS IN THE CITY 
How does the Nairobi city resident relate to the city? How is their feeling of belonging or not belonging expressed? The city seems to belong to 
everybody and nobody  - is it a melting pot or a no-man’s land? How does the socio-cultural landscape of the city manifest? Who comes into the city,  
who leaves and why? How do people make a niche for themselves in the city? Key words: city identity otherness class environment neighbor-
hoods family people class segregation 

3  TRADE AND COMMERCE 
A city is an economic prospect and successful cities are partly so because they are able to provide opportunity for enterprise and to sustain it.  
Nairobi is no exception with its Matatus and Mama Mbogas, its Maasai and Mitumba markets. Traders have left a mark on the built environment first 
with the bazaars (Biashara street Dukas) and now with malls and shopping centres. Key words: money workday mixed use markets traders crime 
hustle bustle movement access commercial buildings. 

4  AFRICAN CITY NAISSANCE
Kenya is rapidly urbanizing. The city of Nairobi today hosts a population of over 3 million inhabitants.  What kind of living space is the African creating 
in the city? Is there such a thing as an African city?  Are there particular spatial choices, and use of living space, recreation space, public space that 
seem uniquely Nairobian?  Key words: values behavior arrangements inside-outside leisure re-arrangements policy live-able city attractions 
people

THE CONCEPT
To be presented on no more that three (3) A4 typed sheets of 12 pt font size. Indicate any research and resources the idea may require.  As selected 
proposals may be given an opportunity to test their project, the written submission should also give indication of any aspect of the proposal that may 
require experimental testing.

SEND TO:
THE GODOWN ARTS CENTRE, 
DUNGA ROAD, NEXT TO CAR & GENERAL
ATTENTION: LIMA MBAI 
  EMAIL: LIMAMBAI@THEGODOWNARTSCENTRE.COM, 
   INFO@THEGODOWNARTSCENTRE.COM
TELEPHONE: 0726 992200, 555227, 555770 (9.30AM – 5.00PM)

DEADLINE:  4.00PM, 31 AUGUST 2012


