
Profile: 
 
Mário Macilau was born in recently independent Mozambique, during the most critical phase of the civil 
war. His family faced many financial difficulties and moved from inhumane province to the capital Maputo in 
search of better living conditions. When Macilau was 10 years old he started working in a small supermarket 
where the clients were the medium and upper class for whom he washed cars in a parking lot and helped 
carrying their shopping bags. 
As a child he became interested in photography. His career as professional photographer started in 2003 
and was confirmed in 2007 when he exchanged his mother´s cell phone for his first camera. 

Exhibitions/Workshops/Prizes 
His first exhibition was in 2007 in Canada, where he organized during three months workshops for children 
at the Roberts Creek Elementary School. In 2008 he was selected to be part of the African Photography and 
Curator Encounters, organized by the Goethe Institute. He won a scholarship for the Market <photo 
Workshop in Johannesburg, but was not able to conclude due to accommodation difficulties. Currently 
Macilau has regularly his work exhibited abroad: Malaysia, China, Portugal, South Africa, Spain, Belgium, 
Italy, Zimbabwe, Australia, Germany, Switzerland and Sweden. He obtained more than 10 international 
prizes. 

He recently obtained the second prize of Courier International where his works were exhibited at the Belgian 
Parliament on the occasion of the European Development Day. 

He is considered by the Irish Government as one of the emerging photographers of the African continent. 
His works were selected for the exhibition VOICE OF AFRICA. 

He became final in BESphoto and obtained a production scholarship of Euro 7.500. 

He became final in KL AWARD, Hassel Blad Award, Photo Africa, and Phodar Bienal in Bulgaria. 

Macilau did essays on Bangladesh, Nigeria, South Africa, China Canada, Spain and Mozambique. Currently 
he has a scholarship from the Spanish Embassy to develop an exchange project between Mozambique and 
Spain with a Spanish photographer. The project will result in an exhibition. 

 


